
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 23 June 2015] 

 p4720b-4721a 
Ms Libby Mettam; Mr Terry Redman 

BUSSELTON REGIONAL AIRPORT 

508. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Regional Development: 
It was a pleasure to have the Premier and the minister in my electorate on Saturday to announce the funding for 
the expansion of the Busselton regional airport. Can the minister please explain the significance of this 
announcement for the south west region? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 
Thank you, member for Vasse, for the question. The member for Vasse is rightly extremely proud that we have 
now an announcement from this government about an upgrade of a project that has been on the drawing board 
for a long, long time. On Saturday morning, along with the good member for Vasse — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: — we had the Premier there, the President of the Legislative Council, the member for 
Bunbury and even the federal member for Forrest, to announce what will be a game changing project for the 
south west of this state. All members opposite have a challenge — 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call to you to order for the first time. I want to hear the minister. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I so wish the member for Collie–Preston was here—I know he is going through some 
medical challenges now—because I know he would be in full support of the announcement we made of 
$59.7 million towards the upgrade of the Busselton airport to allow it to take some A320s and B737s to access 
the interstate market. What a fantastic opportunity for the south west. This is being worked through as the 
number one project in the South West Development Commission blueprint as one of those options that will 
unlock potential. It is not good for just Busselton, but also for Bunbury, Collie, Manjimup, Margaret River and 
Boyup Brook—all those areas in the south west. 

Of the $59.7 million, $45.9 million is from the royalties for regions Growing our South initiative, the 
$600 million program announced in last year’s budget, $10 million from the Department of Transport, 
$3.5 million from the City of Busselton and $300 000 from the South West Development Commission. 

We know also that the Margaret River wine region is internationally recognised. In fact, I will give members 
a little anecdote. I remember that as the agriculture minister, I was in Japan at one stage promoting wines from 
Western Australia, and someone asked, “Where is Perth?” I said, “It’s three hours north of Margaret River.” 
He knew exactly where it was after that. We know that the Margaret River region is well recognised overseas 
and in the eastern states. Now we will have an airport that will be able to pick up eastern states’ traffic and 
provide opportunities not only around tourism with the potential for traffic to come into that region, but also for 
high-value agricultural produce to go out. We are hoping that the lengthening and widening of the airstrip will 
start in March 2017. By mid-2017, we will have the upgrade of the terminal, and hopefully by about mid-2018, 
interstate traffic will come into that airport. Qantas has already indicated to us that there is significant demand 
for that airport. I know that the region is ready for it. I know that the south west has the capacity to cater for that 
growth through accommodation, experiences and different levels of tourism and it will be ready and mature 
enough to handle that level of traffic coming in. 

It is also unique that the tourism regions of Augusta, Margaret River and Geographe Bay have recently 
combined to brand themselves under the Margaret River region. That is a fantastic demonstration of maturity. 
They are now ready for this. What a great investment from this Liberal–National government. 
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